
  

   

 

 

 

 

                              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Week’s Readings (12th December 2021) – Third Sunday of Advent - Year C 
1st Reading: Zeph 3:14-18  2nd Reading: Phil 4:4-7  Gospel: Lk 3:10-18   

 

First Reading  
Bar 5:1-9 
 

A reading from the prophet Baruch 
 

Jerusalem – God will show you splendour. 
 

Jerusalem, take off your dress of 

sorrow and distress, put on the 

beauty of the glory of God for ever, 

wrap the cloak of the integrity of 

God around you, put the diadem of 

the glory of the Eternal on your 

head: since God means to show 

your splendour to every nation 

under heaven, since the name God 

gives you for ever will be, ‘Peace 

through integrity, and honour 

through devotedness’. 

Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the 

heights and turn your eyes to the 

east: see your sons reassembled 

from west and east at the 

command of the Holy One, jubilant 

that God has remembered them. 

Though they left you on foot, with 

enemies for an escort, now God 

brings them back to you like royal 

princes carried back in glory. For 

God has decreed the flattening of 

each high mountain, of the 

everlasting hills, the filling of the 

valleys to make the ground level so 

that Israel can walk in safety under 

the glory of God. 

And the forests and every fragrant 

tree will provide shade for Israel at 

the command of God; for God will 

guide Israel in joy by the light of his 

glory with his mercy and integrity for 

escort. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 125. R. v.3 

(R.) The Lord has done great things 

for us; we are filled with joy. 

blameless, and prepare you for the 

Day of Christ, when you will reach the 

perfect goodness which Jesus Christ 

produces in us for the glory and praise 

of God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Lk 3:4. 6 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make 

straight his paths: all people shall see 

the salvation of God. 

Alleluia! 

Gospel  
Lk 3:1-6 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 

according to Luke 
 

All people shall see the salvation of God. 
 

In the fifteenth year of 

Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when Pontius 

Pilate was governor of 

Judaea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his 

brother Philip tetrarch of the lands 

of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch 

of Abilene, during the pontificate 

of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 

God came to John son of Zechariah, in 

the wilderness. He went through the 

whole Jordan district proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins, as it is written in 

the book of the sayings of the 

prophet Isaiah: 

A voice cries in the wilderness; 

Prepare a way for the Lord, 

make his paths straight. 

Every valley will be filled in, 

every mountain and hill be laid low, 

winding ways will be straightened 

and rough roads made smooth. 

And all mankind shall see the 

salvation of God. 

 

Sunday, 5th December 2021  
Second Sunday of Advent - Year C  

 

Tuesdays at 10am 

 

1.  When the Lord delivered Zion from 

bondage, it seemed like a dream.   

Then was our mouth filled with 

laughter, on our lips there were 

songs. (R.) 
 

2.  The heathens themselves said: 

‘What marvels the Lord worked for 

them!’ What marvels the Lord 

worked for us! Indeed we were 

glad. (R.) 
 

3.  Deliver us, O Lord, from our 

bondage as streams in dry land. 

Those who are sowing in tears 

will sing when they reap. (R.) 

4.  They go out, they go out, full of 

tears, carrying seed for the sowing: 

they come back, they come back, 

full of song, carrying their 

sheaves. (R.) 
 

Second Reading 
Phil 1:3-6. 8-11 
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Philippians 
 

Show yourselves sinless and without blame 

in the day of Christ. 
 

Every time I pray for all of you, I pray 

with joy, remembering how you have 

helped to spread the Good News from 

the day you first heard it right up to the 

present. I am quite certain that the 

One who began this good work in you 

will see that it is finished when the Day 

of Christ Jesus comes. God knows how 

much I miss you all, loving you as 

Christ Jesus loves you. My prayer is 

that your love for each other may 

increase more and more and never 

stop improving your knowledge and 

deepening your perception so that you 

can always recognise what is best. This 

will help you to become pure and  
 

 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cbar#bar005
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Cluk#luk003
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cluk#luk003
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cphi#phi001


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Thought of the day...  
 
 

 

Reflection...        © Dianne Bergant CSA 
 

The advent of God’s coming with its promise of fulfilment happens within world 

history. The first reading locates God’s act of restoration in the city of Jerusalem. The 

gospel situates the ministry of John within a particular period of world history. They 

point us to historical experience as the place and the time of restoration, of 

incarnation, of redemption. They show us that God works within everyday life, in 

conventional places, during regular time. In fact, from a human point of view, the 

extraordinary events of salvation took place within what was quite ordinary. 

John proclaims the kind of transformation that results in a change of heart. 

Reversals characterise such transformation: the robe of mourning is replaced by the 

splendour of glory; tears are turned into rejoicing; those led away by enemies are 

brought back by God; valleys are filled, mountains are levelled, winding roads are 

made straight; even nature offers itself as shelter for the people of God. Those who 

are shamed and discarded are made glorious; those who suffer are comforted; the 

oppressed are freed; all of life’s obstacles are removed; the way to God is made 

straight; the natural world enjoys peace and harmony. 

The transformation or repentance of heart takes place within human life, within 

relationships of justice between people and with the earth, in right living, in genuine 

unselfish love. It produces the fruits of righteousness of which Paul speaks. Advent 

is the time to prepare ourselves for this. 

 

Parish Activities 
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT - Friday afternoons in the Blessed 

Sacrament Chapel from 1:00pm - 5:30pm. 
 

ANAM CARA – Wednesday 9.30am in the Presbytery 
 

BAPTISM information nights are held on the 1st Wednesday of the month.  

Please phone the office if you wish to attend. 
 

CHILDREN'S LITURGY - 9.30AM Mass (except school holidays) for children in 

Prep - Yr 4. 
 

CRAFT & FRIENDSHIP GROUP - meet every Thursday at 10:00am in the quiet 

room at the church. 
 

ECUMENISM GROUP - meet the fourth Saturday of each month at 9:30am in 

the Children's Liturgy Room followed by a cuppa. 
 

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Monday of the month at 7:00pm in the 

presbytery. 
 

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet after the 10am Mass every Tuesday. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL – meet the first Monday of each month at 

6.30pm in the Presbytery. 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE - meet 1st Sunday of the month at 10:30am in the quiet 

room of the Church. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet on the second and fourth Thursday mornings in 

the quiet room at the church at 8:00am. 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Councillors 
 

Sue Whitelegg, Robie Jayawardhana, Jon Dwan, Leisa 

Fanning, Julius Soriano, Brian Roberts, Cristianne Dias and 

Candice Poulton. 
 

Parish Safeguarding Children & 

Vulnerable Adults Representatives: 
 

Our Parish is committed to supporting the right of 

everybody to be and feel safe. Concerns about the safety of 

children or vulnerable persons may be raised with our 

Parish Safeguarding Representatives (Joe & Sarah Kelly 

0437 839 838).  If you believe anybody is at immediate 

risk of harm you should phone 000. Further details of 

safeguarding procedures can be found on the noticeboard.  

 

Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding Resources can be found 

at https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/professional-standards-

safeguarding-children-the-vulnerable-policy/ 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Time Altar 

Servers 

Welcomers Commentary Ministers of 

the Word 

Extraordinary 

Ministers 
I pad 

Operator 

Sanitising 

Squad 

Piety Stall 

11th of 

Dec 

6.00pm 

E Ward 

I Whittaker 

J Robertson 

B Witham 

L Borger    B Witham 

  N Doyle 

M Moore   G Schoorl 

 Check In App  

  J Ferguson 

M 

Cushway 

R Fallon 

G Schoorl 

12th of 

Dec 

9:30am 

  M Kelly 

  T Kelly 

E 

Langcoyan 

C Poulton 

M Ondrus   J Coman 

  Cleber Dias 

N Ryan   B Saunders 

 Check In App     

  J Blumke 

T & J 

Whittaker 

A Suhr 

12th of 

Dec 

5:30pm 

   J Michel 

S Whitelegg 

B Reardon N Lipp 

  C Smith 

J Axtell   K Tague 

 Check In App   

  K Langdale 

B & M 

Stark 

J Sullivan 

Please Pray For...    
Recent Deaths:  
Anniversaries: Theresa Burke, George Oliver, John Durkin, Ronald Mahony, Steve Murphy, Mary Avery.  

Those Who Are Sick:  Glen Englart, Carmel & Ron O'Brien, Paul Wright, Malisa Golightly, Margaret Munroe, Lillian 

Roberts, Rachel Salisbury, Brian Thomson, Francis Swinson,  Hazel Machin, Fiona Heneghan, Brian Morcom, Noela 

Vonhoff, Charles Shann, Fr Don Murray, Judy Reardon, Delima Faigl, Ava Bateman, Marlene Green, Peggy Thies, David 

Martin, Damian Laurence, Patty Ryan, Valarie Reibelt, John Axtell, Ted Schulz, Noel O'Mara, Mick O'Mara, Patrick Wright, 

Tanya Prince, Tim Zvirblis, Olivia Zvirblis and Alan Curr.  December Birthdays: Liz, Dwan, Anne Arnold, Carmel Ryan, 

Moya Coleman, Mary McConachy, John Axtell, David MacGinley. 

 

Parish News...  
 

Sincere Thanks 
We offer a very sincere thank you to those who were able 

to join in the Synod of Bishops discussion groups. If you 

were unable to attend, please consider completing a 

questionnaire (copies available at the back of the church 

and with your bulletin email) and return it to the parish no 

later than 17th December.  
 

Christmas Transport... 
If you need transport or are able to provide transport to the 

Christmas Masses at the Salo Centre, please advise the 

Parish Office as soon as possible. 
 

Senior’s Christmas Party  
A special thanks to Liz Wagner, Catherine Dyson and all the 

special helpers for another successful and most enjoyable 

Seniors’ Christmas Party. Thanks also to all those who 

donated prizes for the multi-draw raffle and provided 

sandwiches and slices for morning tea. Your help is very 

much appreciated. 
 

Social Justice Group  
Next meeting this Sunday 5th December 10.30am 
 

Parish Christmas Carols 
Sunday 12th December at 6.30pm 

Pizza and drinks provided. 

For catering, please indicate your interest on the sheet at 

the back of the church. 

 
 
 

Christmas Celebrations 
 

• Individual Reconciliation  
 

December 5th, 12th, 19th at 4.45pm and  

after 10am Mass on 14th & 21st December 
 

• Communal Reconciliation  
 

Monday 20th Dec: 7.30pm 
 

• Christmas Masses - SALO CENTRE ROME ST NEWTOWN 
 

Friday 24th Dec: 6pm  

Friday 25th Dec: 8am  
 

Please note:  No 6pm Vigil Mass for the Feast of the 

Holy Family on Saturday 25th December.  9:30am and 

5:30pm as usual on Sunday 26th December. 
 

• Christmas Mass Set Up 
Sunday 19th Dec at 10.30am Salo Centre 
 

Christmas Mass Pack Up 
Monday 27th Dec at 8:30am 
 

 

 

Christmas Masses 
 

Please put your name on the list at the church entrance 

to indicate your availability to help at any of the following 

celebrations. 
 

Monday 20th Dec: Communal Reconciliation 

7.30pm (OLOL church). 

Friday 24th Dec: Vigil 6pm (Salo Centre). 

Saturday 25th Dec: 8am (Salo Centre) 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal 

 
 

The OLOL St Vincent de Paul Conference extends a very 

sincere thanks to all the parishioners of our parish who 

donate so generously throughout the year. Your kindness 

helps the conference provide practical support to get 

families through Christmas and beyond. Envelopes to 

support the St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal can be 

found on the seats in the church and on the giving tree at 

the back of the Church. All donations can be placed on 

the collection plate at any of our Masses.  Thank You!! 

Christmas Choir Practice... 
 

The choir enhances our Christmas celebrations and plays 

a key role in how our community experiences the 

Christmas season.  Please consider joining the choir and 

attending practices on: 

• Sunday 12th December following the 9:30 Mass in the 

Church.  

• Sunday 19th December at 11:30 at the Salo Centre 
 

Everyone welcome. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.graphicproducts.

com/ 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

It is with much sadness that I have decided to leave my 

role as Parish Secretary here at Our Lady of Lourdes to 

take up a position at the Finance and Administration 

Office for the Diocese. I wish to thank you all for your 

support and assistance in making my job here so 

enjoyable. You have been a pleasure to serve. I will miss 

your phone calls and visits to the office, but I look forward 

to still seeing you at Mass. 
 

Kind regards, 
 

Genevieve Schoorl. 
 

 

 

Position Vacant – Parish Secretary 
 

Applications are invited for the role of Parish Secretary: 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish. The position available is Part-

Time - 20hours per week with holiday/sick leave relief 

(including school holidays).  

Contact olol.parish@bigpond.com to obtain a copy of the 

position description and selection criteria. Applications 

should be submitted with a cover letter, your resume, 

your responses to the selection criteria, and details of at 

least two referees to: Jon Dwan, Chairperson Parish 

Council, 153 Holberton St, Toowoomba, by Friday 17th 

December 2021. 

 
The meaning of Advent 

We spend a lot of time waiting; for responses to emails, 

for people to arrive, for celebrations to start. Waiting is a 

part of life and part of whatever it is we wait for. As we 

wait, we anticipate things that are yet to happen, often 

with a sense of wonder, curiosity and anxiety. 
 

Advent is a time of spiritual waiting. Like all waiting, it is 

an active experience in which we consciously enter into 

the images of Advent, into its tradition and its message 

for today. Advent is a time of transition as a new liturgical 

year arrives, a time to pause and contemplate the 

preparations needed to enter into the profound mystery 

that we will celebrate at Christmas. Each year we renew 

the images, retell the stories and refresh our memories of 

the astonishing gift of God who enters our world and our 

lives in the person of Jesus. 
 

Advent comes from the Latin, adventus, which means "the 

arrival." The word referred to the arrival of the emperor on 

an official visit to a town, or to his return from a victorious 

battle. The people would greet the king with feasting and 

exaltation.  
 

The wait for Christmas will soon be over, but will we be 

ready for the arrival of our King? 

 

 

 

OLOL Christmas Tree 
 

A Christmas Tree at the back of the church has been 

decorated with envelopes from various charities. You may 

like to donate to one of the charities included below either 

on your own behalf, or as a special Christmas token to a 

loved one in place of a present.  
 

   

Diocesan E -news...  

 
 

DIOCESAN CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 

Christmas Mass times from across the diocese will be live 

on the website shortly on a dedicated "Christmas Mass 

Times" page. Live streamed Christmas Masses (24/12/22 @ 

8:30pm and Midnight Mass, 26/12/22 @ 9:00am) will be 

on YouTube, Diocese's Facebook and the Diocesan Website. 
 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION 

Each year's Christmas Collection is divided equally between 

a cause chosen by the parish and a cause decided by the 

Council of Priests. This year's Christmas Collection will 

support the Missionaries of St Francis De Sales, Pune 

Province to help in their missions in Ecuador, Zambia and 

India. See flyer with information about their work. 
 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITY 

The International Day of People with Disability Was 

introduced by the United Nations in 1992 and has been 

supported by the Australian Government since 1996. Taking 

place on 3 December each year, this day aims to increase 

public awareness, understanding and acceptance of people 

with disability, and to celebrate their achievements and 

contributions.  

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference's Office for 

Justice Ecology and Peace have created prayers, prayers 

services, reflections and images to share. Access all 

resources here: 

https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/.../international.../ 
 

ACRATH 2022 CALENDAR 

One of the ways that ACRATH raises funds for its work is 

through the sale of a calendar. The calendar also serves the 

purpose of education regarding the problem of human 

trafficking and what can be done about it. To order your copy 

of the calendar or find out more about ACRATH's work, 

visit www.acrath.org.au/acrath-2022-calendar/  

 

SPRED VOLUNTEERS FOR 2022 
 

SPRED is a faith formation program which seeks to nurture 

the spiritual, social and emotional well-being of people with 

an intellectual disability.  We are currently looking for 

volunteers to commence in February next year to provide 

support and companionship for our differently abled Friends 

as they make their faith journey. 

If you are… 

Looking to add meaning to your life, by making a real 

difference in the life of someone else… 

Interested in making new friends…  

Searching for a way to deepen your own faith……then, 

we need you! 

If you are over 18 years of age and have 2 hours a week to 

spare during term time, we’d love to hear from you. 

There will be an information session at the Diocesan SPRED 

Centre (cnr Hume & Jellicoe St) on Tuesday 14th December, 

5.45pm-6.30pm. It is an opportunity to find out what we do, 

when we do it, and why we do it. 

For more information please contact Loretta Coman on 

0459 683 642 or email spred@twb.catholic.org.au  

 

mailto:olol.parish@bigpond.com
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=dc45eb9fc3&e=440ce8765b
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=2a0a15edfc&e=440ce8765b
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=081df78470&e=440ce8765b
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=5613cecc08&e=440ce8765b
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=90d7479431&e=440ce8765b
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=a71b1ec3f3&e=440ce8765b
mailto:spred@twb.catholic.org.au

